Abstract: Vitaceae comprises 14 genera and 978 species distributed throughout the world. In India 10 genera and 82 species of the family is distributed mostly in the tropical, subtropical and evergreen forests. Species like Cissus subramanyanii Shetty and Singh and Tetrastigma andamanicum (King) Suess. ex Suess. are endemic to Tamil Nadu and Andaman and Nicobar islands respectively. The Leeaceae, earlier excluded from the family, is monogeneric with about 34 species of which c. 11 occurs in India.
Introduction
Vitaceae comprises 14 genera and 978 species distributed throughout the world basically in Northern Hemisphere in the tropical regions (Soejima and Wen, 2006; Xang, et al., 1998; Wen, 1999; Peros et al., 2011; Nie et al., 2010) . Genus Vitis, Ampelopsis and Parthenocissus are mostly restricted to the mountainous regions of the temperate zone. Most species of Vitaceae are forest plants while some are Savanna dwellers. The Leeaceae, earlier excluded from the family Vitaceae, is monogeneric (APG III, 2009) with about 34 species of which c. 11 occur in India (Naithani, 2000) . It primarily confines in Malaysia, Indochina extending to Micronesia, Melanesia i.e., tropical and subtropical Asia, Australia and Tropical Africa.
Paleontological reports suggest that earliest seeds of Vitaceae are from the late Paleocene (Chen and Manchester, 2007) . Among the seed fossils, the most common species and the highest number are represented by the genus Vitis. Species of Vitis are now commonly distributed in North America and East to South Asia, forming a disjunct distribution between these two continents (Chen and Manchester, 2007) . There is no wild record from Europe except for the cultivated species, Vitis vinifera (Punt et al., 2003) which suggest that the final disappearance of Vitis from Europe may have resulted from the successive climatic cooling trend during the late Cenozoic (Manchester, 1994 , Wen, 1999 . Despite the existence of a variety of patterns, it has been suggested that many plant taxa initially diversified in Asia and then dispersed to North America through the Bering Land Bridge (Donoghue et al., 2001) . Dispersal within continents appears to have been asymmetrical, mostly westward in Eurasia but eastward in North America (Xiang & Soltis, 2001 ).
Material and method
The present work deals with the phyto-geographical distribution of the family Vitaceae. The species were collected from different localities of India. The major objective proposed for the present research was to document the intensive details of the collected species and to proceed the phylogenetic study. The plants were collected either in flowering or fruiting or both and the collected specimens were processed following standard herbarium techniques (Jain and Rao, 1977) and specimens have been deposited at Bhagalpur University Herbarium (BHAG).
Results and Discussion
In India 10 genera and 82 species of the family is distributed mostly in the tropical, subtropical and evergreen forests of India (Shetty and Singh, 2000 glabra Gambl.
In evergreen forests at an altitude of about 1800m, Tamil Nadu (endemic).
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Cayratia roxburghii Gag. 
